Colorectal cancer with neuroendocrine differentiation in a child.
Colorectal cancer is extremely rare in children and presents with a poor prognosis because of the delay in diagnosis and lack of histological differentiation. We report a case of a sigmoid colon carcinoma with areas of neuroendocrine cells in a 12-year-old patient without familial occurrence of colorectal cancer. Symptoms at presentation were anaemia, anorexia, abdominal pain and weight loss. The patient was treated with radical resection and adjuvant chemotherapy. One year later, a local recurrence and hepatic metastases were diagnosed and she underwent chemotherapy and surgical resection. Twenty-six months from initial diagnosis she is alive with evidence of disease. The clinical presentation, diagnosis and treatment of the previously reported cases of colorectal cancer in children are also reviewed.